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According to an article which appeared in the May 24 edition of the New York Times, cocaine
traffickers from the Colombian drug cartels are preparing to take advantage of the increased trade
flows across the US-Mexican border expected under the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). The article cited reports compiled by US intelligence and law enforcement officials
indicating that narcotraffickers have been acquiring legitimate trade-related businesses along the
US-Mexico border to serve as fronts for their drug operations. "Once in place, these operations can
be used as fronts for drug trafficking activities to the US," one intelligence report said. Investments
made to date by the cartels include trucking and warehousing firms as well as maquiladora
assembly plants. Mexico deregulated its trucking industry in 1989, allowing maquiladora plants
to establish their own trucking companies, an arrangement which could prove attractive to drug
traffickers. According to the article, the number of US customs personnel stationed at border
crossings with Mexico is not sufficient to inspect large volumes of products crossing into the
US, which could facilitate the narcotrafficking operations. For example, at the Ciudad Juarez-El
Paso border crossing, about 1,700 trucks cross into the US daily, loaded with items produced or
assembled at maquiladora plants. According to US Customs officials, some inspections last only
about five minutes. According to some estimates, 50% to 70% of the cocaine entering the US is
shipped across the US-Mexican border. [Sources: New York Times, 05/24/93; Financial Times
(London), 05/26/93]
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